Viewing Questions for Video In Search of the First Language (no need to turn answers in)

1. What techniques/approaches are used to link languages back to proto (ancestral) languages?
Finding the same root in different languages

2.  Identify the numerous problems with the above approaches.
-Borrowing: similar words can appear to be so because of common ancestry, but are not of common ancestry.

-Sheer chance, accident can explain similarities

-dissimilar words can have common ancestry

-many languages have been badly recorded

3.  What are the more stable types of words in languages?

body parts, elements in
 nature, personal pronouns

4. What are the more stable and relatively unstable sounds in languages?
Vowels are unstable, cons
onants more stable

5. Sketch the history of the Salishan languages over the past two centuries.
The Salishan Language Family had 23 languages as recently as 200 yrs. ago, communities came under influence of whit
es, children went to boarding schools, were forbidden to speak their native tongues.  Many languages went extinct.

6.  What is the role of genetic research in testing the findings of historical linguistics?  Apply to the Basques and to Greenberg’s classification of Native American language families.

7. What are the basic ideas of Nostratic Theory, and what are the associated problems?

Reconstruct (some) language families to a proto language that was spoken ~10,000 - 15,000 years ago

water body parts man, etc are key words traced back

Problems:

